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great rebel, and got from him a pretty strong confirmation
of the idea, then prevailing among Gen. McClellan's friends,
that he (McClellan), having the ironclad Merrimac on his
flank at Norfolk, was fully justified by military "axioms in
going to Yorktown instead of taking the James River base
before the wonderful Monitor met and repulsed the Con-
federate ram.

" I did not ask Johnston about his proposed capture of
Sherman, but on my way North met and sat by the latter
at Wm. H. Aspinwall's dinner party, in New York, given
to General Sherman, two or three days after I had seea
Johnston and his staff officer at Savannah. Among others,
there was present a rebel, from Richmond, perhaps a Major-
General, who was then making iron at the Tredegar Works.
In a pause in the conversation Isaid to General Sherman:
' I have just been South, where I saw your old opponent,
Joe Johnston, and had a talk with him and one of his staff
officers; the latter thought you were in a very tight place
at Atlanta, and that Johnston's removal changed the whole
history of the war. I suppose when General Johnston was
removed by Jeff, Davis, you must have been mighty glad to
see him replaced by an inferior, mad-cap soldierlike Hood?
How was it?1 'Well/ said the General, with his usual
frankness, ' of course I was glad to lose Johnston from rny
front, but it really made no great difference in the long run, >
and one day, when Johnston (who had been at West Point
with'me) and I were sitting under a shade tree in North
Carolina, waiting to hear whether his terms of capitulation
were ratified by Grant, I said, " Tell me, Joe,.did it make any
difference, except a few days, more or less in time, and some
bloodshed? We had beaten you then, and, with the pick
of the Northern armies at my elbow, you could not long get up and go over to his table and talk to him.tally, lime-er speaker,emy, counties,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